IPSWICH JUNIOR CHESS CLUB NEWSLETTER: JUNE 2009

Competitions

We hope that by having our members enter various competitions we can raise the profile of our club and build links with other clubs - this will not only encourage them to enter players into our annual tournament but will also mean you will make new friends who you will meet again when you go to tournaments.  Here are some of the results since the last newsletter!
Northant U9’s Tournament – 14th March  

Joseph Boone was part of the Essex team that took part in this tournament – the team came 4th and qualified for the next round.

Chingford Tournament - 21st March

Joseph Boone and Adam Taylor were in the Essex team that took part in this tournament – it was a very tough competition but the team came 5th and qualified for the next round. 
Well done to Joseph and Adam for not only being in the team but for playing well and qualifying for the next round.
Saffron Waldon Grand Prix U11

Very well done to Adam Taylor for winning this event scoring 5.5 out of 6 – this puts him at the top of the leader board going into the next round in Chingford.

The 14th British Land Chess Challenge

We had a record number of children qualify for the next round (Mega final), which was held in Woodbridge for those who qualified through our club. (We also have a couple of players from Essex and qualified for a different venue through their school). 

The following children attended the Mega finals and have all qualified for the next round (Giga finals) which are being held in July:

1. Joseph Boone 
(U8) 

 1st with 5.5/6

2. Adam Taylor 
(U11) 

 3rd with 5/6

3. Kathy Xu

(U7&U8)
 7th with 3/6

4. Albert Xu

(U10)

 1st with 6/6

5. Shiven Hirani 
(U11)

 3rd with 4.5/6

6. Kanishk Sinha
(U12)

 3rd with 4/6

7. Edward Harker
(U13)

 3rd with 4/6

8. Robert Ling
(U13)

 4th with 4/6

9. Andrew Tarrant
(U14&U15)
 5th with 4/6

10. 
Juliet Donaghy
(U14&U15)
 8th with 3/6

Well done to everyone – you all took part in the Land Chess challenge and can be proud of your achievements. Many of you qualified for the Mega final, most managed to take part in it and now we have 10 of you who can go on to play in the Giga final – this is a club record.

Parents Rota

The parents Rota has been in circulation since Easter and takes us to the end of the school year. We really do rely on parent helpers for the running of the club.  It doesn’t matter if you can’t play chess! If for any reason you cannot attend the date you have been given please try and swap with another parent and let the organisers know so that we can ensure a smooth running of the club.
Membership

I am happy to report that we have seen a small increase in the number of children attending chess club. This means there are more people to play and if you wish to take part in tournaments there is coaching available. If you know of anyone else who may be interested in attending the club please bring them along or give them our contact numbers.

Although our club is still small compared to others we have some good established players and some up and coming young players who I’m sure will be very successful in the future.
AGM

This year’s AGM was due to be held on Saturday 27th June, however this clashes with the BT Fun Day, so instead we will hold an informal meeting on 4th July during Chess Club and postpone the AGM until September. The room is large enough that the children can play while we hold our meeting. Please make every effort to attend both meetings. 

Your 2008/9 Committee

Chairman: Paul Febvre

Secretary:  Liz Oakley

Treasurer:  Julie Harker

Resources/Membership: Adele Lunn

Tournament Advisor: Tim Stevens
Liz will be standing down in September (thanks Liz for all your work over the years!).  We need some of the current parents to take on roles within the committee to help share the load for organisation of future activities during 2009/10.  The commitment level is very low, (this year we did not meet at all, but ideally we should meet once a term).  Please consider how you may be able to help in preparation for the AGM.  
Contacts:

Paul Febvre:
 01473 726911 or 07718 636493
 

Julie Harker:
 01473 435944 or 07914 667770

Website: www.ijcc.org.uk
Email: admin@ijcc.org.uk
Puzzles

Beginner Puzzle No 3.


Intermediate Puzzle No 3.
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White to play and win in three moves!

White to play and win in five moves!

Answers are on the website!

Answer to Mini Game No 2 (Feb 2009)
Black made a really bad move on move 6. Taking the queen was a mistake, given the concentration of the white pieces onto the weak black kingside squares.  The correct move was 6... Nxe5, and after 7 Qxh5 Nxd4, black is a Knight for a pawn, and should win easily.

Mini Game No 3 (June 2009)
This game is a little longer than normal, but perseverance is really rewarding.  This is an example of the vulnerability of the king when left in the centre for too long, such that it can no longer castle.

1. e4  
e5

2. Nf3  
Nc6

3. Bc4  
Bc5

4. b4  
Tempting black to steal the pawn instead of developing another piece

4. ...
Bxb4

5. c3 
Ba5

6. d4
exd4

7. O-O
d3

8. Qb3
Qf6
9. e5
Qg6

10. Re1
Nge7

11 Ba3
b5

12 Qxb5
Rb8

13 Qa4
Bb6

14 Nbd2
Bb7
15 Ne4
Qf5

16 Bxd3
Qh5

Black should have castled before now, although it looks like he might be able to do so next move, thereby equalising the position, however white has a plan!
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17 Nf6+! 

What a clever sacrifice!  Black is unable to castle immediately... The sacrifice also has another purpose - now that all the white pieces are mobilised, white is actually trying to clear the middle of the board to open lines to the black king for the rooks before the black king is able to castle.

17 ...
gxf6

18 exf6
Rg8

19 Rad1

White does not want to take the Knight yet (and definitely not with the pawn as it would block the attack – instead white brings its last idle major piece into the action.

19 ...
Qxf3

Looks good, gaining another piece, and threatening mate in one, but all white’s moves from this point forwards are forcing on black... black simply won’t get a chance to execute his mating move...
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20 Rxe7+
Nxe7

21 Qxd7+!
Kxd7

22 Bf5+
Ke8

23 Bd7+
Kf8

24 Bxe7++
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